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Contact: 0116 286 4105 Dedicated SEN time: Wednesday

Local Offer Contribution: Special educational needs and disability | Leicestershire County Council

What is the Local Offer | Leicestershire County Council

Whole School Approach:

Having consulted with children and parents, all our additional provision is based on an
agreed outcomes approach.

Underpinning ALL our provision in school is the graduated approach cycle of Assess,
Plan, Do, Review, which ensures provision is reviewed regularly and adapted to meet
pupil’s needs:

Review

All teachers are responsible for every child in their care; including those with special
educational needs.

Assess:

In addition to current assessment procedures in school for all, children with SEND will be
assessed to their area of need using assessments such as:

e Boxall Profile

e Small Steps Tracker

e Diagnostic Reading Assessment

¢ Single Word Spelling and Reading Assessment

e British Vocabulary Picture Scale

These are carried out by experienced members of staff within the school.
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External assessments, from outside agencies, such as an educational psychologist and
speech and language therapists, may be conducted where additional information and
support is required.

Plan:

Under the direction and support of the SENDCo, the class teacher will plan the outcomes
and provision based on this assessment information.

Do:

This provision will be delivered on a 1:1 basis or within small groups, depending on the
assessed needs of the child. This support will come from the class teacher, learning
support assistants and any other adult who is working under the direction of the class
teacher or SENDCo.

Review:

The class teacher with the support of the SENDCo will track the progress towards the
agreed outcomes and will review this at regular points with parents and children.

This may be in the form of:
e Parents’ SEND meetings
e Parents’ evening meetings with the class teacher
¢ Email/Class Dojo correspondence

e Informal conversation with the class teacher/SENDCo

Adaptations to teaching, the curriculum and learning environment

High-quality teaching, adapted to meet individual need, is the first response for pupils with SEND.
Class teachers remain responsible for the progress and development of every pupil in their class,
including where a pupil receives support from a learning support assistant or specialist.

1. Teachers use assessment information, pupil and parent views, learning plans and specialist
advice to identify barriers and adapt explanations, modelling, questioning, grouping, pace,
scaffolding and the level of adult support.

2. Curriculum content and resources are made accessible through approaches such as pre-
teaching, vocabulary support, visual prompts, practical resources, assistive technology,
adapted texts and alternative formats, according to assessed need.

3. Learningtasks may be broken into smaller steps, instructions simplified or repeated,
processing time increased and communication supported through visuals, symbols, signing
or other agreed approaches.

4. Pupils may record learning in different ways, for example through a word processor, scribing,
oral responses, photographs, practical demonstration or adapted writing equipment, where
this helps remove a barrier without lowering ambition.

5. Classroom and wider learning environments may be adjusted through seating, lighting,
acoustic considerations, movement or sensory breaks, quiet workspaces, accessible
furniture and equipment, and clear routines.
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6. Reasonable adjustments are identified through the graduated Assess, Plan, Do, Review
cycle. The class teacher, SENDCo, pupil and parents or carers agree the support required.
Its implementation and impact are reviewed termly, or sooner when needs change, and
advice from external specialists is incorporated where appropriate.

Subject leaders and teachers use NASEN materials to strengthen their understanding of subject-
specific SEND needs and to support appropriate curriculum adaptations across subjects.

SEN Needs:

Children and young people’s SEN are generally thought of in the following four broad
areas of need and support: At Huncote, we use the following resources and provision to
support:

1. Communication and interaction

e Colourful semantics

Speech and Language Therapists given resources
e Language for thinking

o Assisted technology

e Lego Therapy

e Social Stories

e  WellComm

2. Cognition and learning
e Precision teaching

Number stacks

1:1 and small group support

Little Wandle Catch Up

Reading Eggs

Whole word level intervention (Specialist Teacher Service)

3. Social, emotional and mental health
e ELSA sessions / Circle of Friends

e Autism Education Trust transition resources
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e Social stories

4. Sensory and/or physical needs

e Sensory circuits

Big Moves

Therabands

Squiggle while you Wiggle

Wobble cushions

Reference: SEN Policy: Reviewed and approved by Governors January 2026

As of September 2025, we have 29 children receiving some form of SEN Support representing

14.8% of pupils.

We have internal processes for monitoring quality of provision and assessment of need. These

include:

e Termly assessments in reading, writing, spelling, grammar and maths - Headstart

¢ Evaluation of provision delivered (after agreed number of sessions) and the impact it has
on the progress of individual children

¢ Ongoing informal assessment and observation

e SEND learning walks and observations

e Pupil voice

Consulting with children and their parents

Involving parents and learners in the dialogue is central to our approach and we do this through:

Action/Event

Who'’s involved

Frequency

Learning Plans for children
with SEND

Teacher, parents / carers,
child

Annually, reviewed regularly
with pupil and parents

meetings/parents’ meeting

Review and setting of small Teacher, parents / carers, Autumn 1
step targets child
Autumn 2
Spring
Summer
Annual Reviews EHCP Teacher, support staff, Annually
SENDCo, parents / carers,
child (on occasion Head
Teacher will attend)
SEND support Class teacher and parents Termly
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Additional meetings with
parents and child — dependent
on needs and circumstances
of the family and child.

Class teacher, support staff,
parents/carers and child
when appropriate

As and when required

(These types of meetings and
approach to support is seen
regularly throughout school,
building relationships
between staff and parents
and in turn, improving
outcomes for children.)

Parental Questionnaire

Parents and Carers

Annual

SEND Café

Informal Q&A opportunity and
opportunity to provide training

Parents and Carers

Termly

Participation in school life

Pupils with SEND are supported to take part in the full life of the school alongside pupils without
SEND. Staff plan proactively, consult pupils and families where appropriate, and make reasonable

adjustments so that identified barriers do not unnecessarily prevent participation.

7.

10.

11.

12.

Educational visits and residential experiences: individual needs are considered during
planning and risk assessment. Adjustments may include accessible transport or venues,
additional adult support, adapted communication, medical or personal-care arrangements,
sensory preparation and enhanced transition information.

Clubs and enrichment: pupils with SEND are encouraged to attend. Activities, resources,
groupings, communication and staffing are adapted according to need.

Physical education and sport: equipment, rules, space, pace and methods of participation
are adapted so pupils can take an active and meaningful part. Specialist advice is sought
where required.

Performances and school events: preparation, rehearsal, communication, seating, sensory
considerations and adult support are adjusted to enable participation.

Pupil leadership and representation: pupils with SEND are supported to stand for and carry
out roles such as School Council or House Captain, and to contribute their views in
accessible ways.

Additional supportis planned around the individual pupil. Adjustments are recorded and
reviewed through the graduated approach, with the aim of promoting inclusion,
independence and dignity.

Social and emotional development

The school supports social and emotional development through inclusive classroom practice,

pastoral support and targeted provision matched to assessed need.

13.
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Pastoral support may include check-ins with a trusted adult, ELSA sessions, Circle of
Friends, social stories, nurture opportunities, transition support and liaison with external
services.
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14. Emotional regulation and wellbeing are supported through predictable routines, Zones of

Regulation, sensory circuits, movement or sensory breaks, calm spaces and individual

regulation strategies.

15. Pupils are taught and supported to communicate concerns to a trusted adult. Staff use age-

appropriate discussion, pupil voice, visual tools and other communication approaches so

that pupils who find verbal communication difficult can share their views.

16. Bullying is not tolerated. Staff recognise that pupils with SEND may be particularly

vulnerable, teach respectful and inclusive behaviour, monitor wellbeing in lessons and

during less structured times, and respond to concerns through the school behaviour, anti-

bullying and safeguarding procedures. Support and reasonable adjustments are provided for

all pupils involved, and parents or carers are kept informed as appropriate.

Staff development

We are committed to developing the on-going expertise of our staff. We have current expertise in

our school:

Initial of person

Area of expertise

Level (as per p68-9 of SEND
Code of Practice 2015)

All Staff

Making Sense of Autism

Course delivered by Autism
Outreach Team

All Teaching Staff

Dyslexia Awareness —
identifying need and
evidencing adjustments

Course delivered by Leicestershire
Specialist Teaching Service
(inhouse)

1 - Understanding Deafness

KN Emotional Literacy Support Course delivered by Leicestershire
Assistant Educational Psychology Service
with ongoing supervision given
All LSA Precision Teaching Training delivered by
Leicestershire Educational
Psychology Service
All Staff Child Exploitation Training County Safeguarding
KN Autism — The Friendship Course delivered by Autism
Programme Outreach Team
KN Diploma in Autism College Guild of Graduates
All staff Creating an emotionally, Online courses delivered by
physical and socially safe Nasen
environment
KN Understanding ADHD Level 2 — provided by Open
University
HH WellComm Training delivered through
school-based and local authority
supported provision
HH Speech and Language Training delivered through SALT
Support guidance and local authority
support
JC Emotion Based School ADHD Solutions
Avoidance
All Staff Zones of Regulation Leicestershire County Council
All Staff Trauma Informed Practise Leicestershire County Council
RM Pathological Demand Beacon Schools
Avoidance
RM Oppositional Defiant Disorder | Beacon Schools
RC SENDCo Level 3 Early Years | DFE
ST, RM Deaf Awareness Training Specialist Teaching Service
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2 - Acoustics, Environment
and
Technologies

3 - The Deaf child and your
classroom- Language
acquisition/Planning &
Preparation/Resources

4 - Social Inclusion and

Wellbeing

ST, KN KALM (Key adult learning Leicestershire County Council
modules)

JC Trauma Informed Leadership | Leicestershire County Council

RM Introduction to Sensory Leicestershire & Rutland SEND
Needs and Inclusion Hub

RM Sensory Processing Needs Leicestershire County Council
Toolkit

NASEN resources are used to support staff and subject leaders in understanding subject-specific
SEND needs and identifying appropriate adaptations within different curriculum areas.

This year, we have put in additional training into:

Use of the EEF 5 a day strategy, particularly scaffolding

Developing the effective use of teaching assistants

Review of the flexible grouping of students

Self-evaluation and development as part of the WE SEND whole MAT project

Next plans are:

- Sensory needs - using sensory circuits and nurture opportunities to promote regulation
and positive mental health

- To systematically gather baseline pupil voice data to understand how pupils with SEND
perceive their sense of value, inclusion, and aspiration within school.

Staff deployment

Considerable thought, planning and preparation goes into utilising our support staff to ensure
children achieve the best outcomes, gain independence and are prepared for adulthood from the
earliest possible age.

Please see the school website for the allocation of staffing.

External bodies and organisations

The governing body delegates the responsibility of commissioning services to help meet the needs
of children with SEND and parents. Our external partners that we would work with include:

¢ Voluntarily organisations, such as the Laura Centre and Vista.

e Local authority support including Educational Psychology Service and specialist teachers,
such as: Teachers of the Hearing and Visually Impaired and Autism Outreach.

e Health and social services including: Speech and language therapy, Children and
Wellbeing Support Workers.
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School Partnerships and Transitions

This year, we worked with our feeder partners to welcome 0 children with an identified special
educational need or disability from feeder settings, and we supported 6 children and young people
to transition to the next phase in education.

Our approach involved:

Enhanced transition to and from new settings depending on the needs of the child.
Relevant staff visits to and from settings.

Use of technology to increase familiarity for the child.

Additional multi-agency and SENDCo meetings to support a smooth transition.
Regular communication and meetings with settings and parents to support smooth
transition and initiate relationships between school staff and parents.

o Liaising with Early Years Inclusion Team where necessary.

Transition to next setting:

Meeting with Tutors and SENDCo'’s of transition KS3 schools and specialist settings and having
an in-depth discussion regarding all children due to move on.

Making arrangements for some children to have extended transition by an additional visit to the
new setting.

Supporting families by arranging and attending school visits of SEN settings to support their
decision-making process.

Complaints

We aim to resolve concerns about SEND provision promptly and collaboratively. Parents and carers
should follow this route:

17. 1. Initial contact: raise the concern with the class teacher, who knows the pupil and is
responsible for the day-to-day provision and progress.

18. 2. SENDCao: if the concern relates to SEND identification, provision, reasonable adjustments
or the graduated approach, or remains unresolved following discussion with the class
teacher, contact Jodie Chadwick, SENDCo, through the school office.

19. 3. Headteacher: if the concern remains unresolved after SENDCo involvement, or concerns
whole-school SEND arrangements, contact the Headteacher.

20. 4. Formal complaint: if the matter is still unresolved, make a formal complaint in accordance
with the Embrace Multi Academy Trust Complaints Policy. Formal complaints should be
addressed to the Headteacher, unless the complaint concerns the Headteacher, in which
case it should be addressed to the Chair of Governors via the school office and marked
private and confidential.

Concerns about statutory assessments of special educational needs are outside the scope of the
Trust complaints procedure and should be raised with the local authority SEN Assessment Service,
as explained in the Trust policy. The Trust Complaints Policy remains linked in the policy section of
this report.

Challenges this year

Challenges for our school have included:
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1. The burdens faced by SENA and how these impact SEND finances.

EHCP and SENIF applications are taking longer to process and action at SENA. They have
also changed the required information several times during the year. Communications
regarding the applications has been limited and significant time is spent liaising with SENA for
progress reports and updates. This has also applied to the annual review process which has
lacked consistency and has led to multiple issues with children transitioning to Specialist
provision. Slow processing times and gaps in funding continue to lead to challenges in
funding and cause the diversion of existing LSA to support children.

2. The SENDCo is new to role

3. Long waiting times for appointments with Paediatrics, Educational Psychology services,
SALT and CAMHs means that accessing support can take years to complete. This in turn can
mean that diagnosis and support is delayed making it harder for school to ensure pupils have
the correct kind of support. Complex and changeable processes within the LA (SENA) also
make applications for funding and EHCP’s lengthy and difficult.

4. The WE SEND MAT project

The project has taken a considerable amount of time but has been wonderfully positive so far.
The project requires the involvement of all staff and governors and so far this year the focus
has been getting all stakeholders on board and aware of the expectations. As a school, the
project has allowed for the development of an action plan which has clarity and is focussed.

Further development

Our strategic plans for developing and enhancing SEND provision in our school next year include:

- Further developing staff understanding of how to support children with SEND in different areas
of the curriculum and the adaptations made within specific curriculum areas and across all.

- Developing staff to use and understand the EEF 5 a day strategy to underpin the provision for
children with SEND

- Utilising sensory circuits and nurture opportunities to promote regulation and positive mental
health

- To systematically gather baseline pupil voice data to understand how pupils with SEND perceive
their sense of value, inclusion, and aspiration within school.

Accuracy, publication and annual review

This report is reviewed and updated annually and will be updated as soon as possible when any
named contact, provision or published arrangement changes. Links are checked before publication.
The SENDCo and Headteacher are responsible for ensuring that the published report remains
accurate and aligned with the SEND Policy and current school practice.

Relevant school policies underpinning this SEN Information Report include:

Accessibility Plan

SEND Policy

Behaviour Policy

Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
Complaints Policy
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Legislative Acts taken into account when compiling this report include:

e Children & Families Act 2014
e Equality Act 2010
¢ Mental Capacity Act 2005

This report reflects the school’s commitment to inclusive practice, high ambition for all
pupils, and continuous improvement in SEND provision.

Date presented to/approved by Governing Body: 28 January 2026
Next annual review date: January 2027
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